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On the British side, too, there are difficulties. The first
- is the commercial competition with Japan in China. As
explained later on, England used to hold first place in the
° China trade, but since the Great War Japan has rapidly been
overtaking her and will soon, it seems, oust her from that
desirable position. Of more recent years, the same state of
affairs has obtained in the British overseas possessions, and
it is today the greatest obstacle to the growth of friendly
feeling.
The second is British relations with America. After the
Great War England weighed Japan against America as a
country with whom to act in concert. While not overlooking
the disadvantages from which she might suffer in Eastern
Asia and India were she estranged from Japan, or the
possibility of serious conflicts of opinion with America,
she preferred a rapprochement with a country which was of
her own kin and at the same time the strongest in the world.
In a word, she chose to play for safety. This was, beyond
question, both inconsistent and disgraceful. The England of
today is not the England of pre-War days. Even if we assume
that every nation in the world had to bow to America,
it makes it all the worse that England should have taken
her hand, while dropping that of Japan, and have yielded
to force of circumstances in spite of the disgrace and the
inconsistency.
The third obstacle to a renewal of the Alliance is the
anti-Japanese and pro-American attitude of the British
Self-Governing Dominions. Of these, Australia, New Zealand,
and Canada, all of whom are intimately concerned in the
Pacific question, have always been against the Alliance.
Canada marches with the United States, but has not a single
soldier or a single fort on the frontier. If Japan went to war
with the United States and England were drawn into the
maelstrom by the Alliance, the first to be drenched by the
spray would be Canada, and her people do not for a moment
forget it.
Australia, committed to the principle of a 'White
Australia', naturally dislikes a stream of Japanese immigrants,
and is afraid of Japanese expansion to die southward. On
broad lines, very similar considerations apply to New
Zealand.
Nowadays  these   Self-Governing   Dominions   have   a

